afterwards, as she grew up, a favourite with the village
school-mistress, and with the whole parish; docile, good-
natured, lively and yet considerate, always gay as a lark and
busy as a bee. One of the pensive pleasures in which
Leonard indulged was to gaze on her unperceived, and
trace the likeness to her mother.

Oh Christ!

How that which was the life's life of our being,
Can pass away, and we recall it thus !l

That resemblance which was strong in childhood lessened
as the child grew up; for Margaret's countenance had
acquired a cast of meek melancholy during those years in
which the bread of bitterness had been her portion; and
when hope came to her, it was that 'hope deferred' which
takes from the cheek its bloom, even when the heart, in-
stead of being made sick, is sustained by it. But no
unhappy circumstances depressed the constitutional buoy-
ancy of her daughter's spirits. Deborah brought into the
world the happiest of all nature's endowments, an easy
temper and a light heart. Resemblant therefore as the
features were, the dissimilitude of expression was more
apparent; and when Leonard contrasted in thought the sun-
shine of hilarity that lit up his daughter's face, with the sort
of moonlight loveliness which had given a serene and saint-
like character to her mother's, he wished to persuade him-
self that as the early translation of the one seemed to have
been thus prefigured, the other might be destined to live
for the happiness of others till a good old age, while length
of years in their course should ripen her for heaven.

1 Isaac Comnenus.
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